


As Muslims, we strongly condemn the terrorist attacks on two major cities of the United
States of America on September 11, 2001, which caused the death and injury of thousands of
innocent people.

This book maintains that the source of the terror that we condemn is definitely not from a
divine religion, and that there is no room for terrorism in Islam, This is made clear in the
Qur'an, the main source of Islam, and in the practices of all true Muslim rulers, the Prophet
Muhammad being the foremost of them.

We need to keep in mind that, among those who were killed in New York and Washington,
there were people who loved Jesus (Christians), the Prophet Moses (Jews) and the Prophet
Muhammad (Muslims). Unless forgiven by God, murdering innocent people is a great sin
that leads to torment in Hell. No one who is religious and fears God would do such a thing,
Religion commands love, mercy and peace. Terror, on the other hand, is cruel, merciless and
demands bloodshed and misery, This being the case, the origins of terrorist acts should be
sought in disbelief rather than in religion. The name or the identity of the triggerman is not
important. If he can kill innocent people without blinking an eye, then he is a nonbeliever,
not a believer. For this reason, "Islamic terror" is an erroneous concept which contradicts the
message of Islam.

The religion of Islam can by no means countenance terrorism. On the contrary, terror (i.e. the
murder of innocent people) in Islam is a great sin, and Muslims are responsible for
preventing these acts and bringing peace and justice to the world. This book reveals, in the
light of the verses of the Koran and with examples from history, that Islam forbids terrorism
and aims to bring peace and security to the world.
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@
AmalPress

Arnal Press
PO BOX 688 Bristol BS99 3ZR
England



ET“J_H s ﬁdJJ 1) - .



To The Reader

The reason why a special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of
evolution is that this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual philosophies.
Since Darwinism rejects the fact of creation, and therefore the existence of God,
during the last 140 years it has caused many people to abandon their faith or fall
into doubt. Therefore, showing that this theory is a deception is a very important
duty, which is strongly related to the religion (deen). It is imperative that this
important service be rendered to everyone. Some of our readers may find the
chance to read only one of our books. Therefore, we think it appropriate to spare a
chapter for a summary of this subject.

In all the books by the author, faith-related issues are explained in the light of the
Qur'anic verses and people are invited to learn God's words and to live by them.
All the subjects that concern God's verses are explained in such a way as to leave
no room for doubt or question marks in the reader's mind. The sincere, plain and
fluent style employed ensures that everyone of every age and from every social
group can easily understand the books. This effective and lucid narrative makes
it possible to read them in a single sitting. Even those who rigorously reject
spirituality are influenced by the facts recounted in these books and cannot
refute the truthfulness of their contents.

This book and all the other works of the author can be read individually or
discussed in a group at a time of conversation. Those readers who are willing to
profit from the books will find discussion very useful in the sense that they will

be able to relate their own reflections and experiences to one another.

In addition, it will be a great service to the religion to contribute to the
presentation and reading of these books, which are written solely for the good
pleasure of God. All the books of the author are extremely convincing. For this
reason, for those who want to communicate the religion to other people, one of

the most effective methods is to encourage them to read these books.

It is hoped that the reader will take time to look through the review of other
books on the final pages of the book, and appreciate the rich source of material on
faith-related issues, which are very useful
and a pleasure to read.

In these books, you will not find, as in some other books, the personal views of
the author, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that are unobservant of
the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hopeless, doubt-creating,
and pessimistic accounts that create deviations in the heart.
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God calls to the Abode of Peace and He
guides whom He wills to a straight path.
(Qur'an, 10:25)
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About The Author

The author, who writes under the pen-name HARUN YAHYA, was born in Ankara in 1956. Having
completed his primary and secondary education in Ankara, he then studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan
University and philosophy at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, the author has published many books on
political, faith-related and scientific issues. Harun Yahya is well-known as an author who has written very
important works disclosing the imposture of evolutionists, the invalidity of their claims and the dark liaisons
between Darwinism and bloody ideologies.

His pen-name is made up of the names "Harun" (Aaron) and "Yahya" (John), in memory of the two
esteemed prophets who fought against lack of faith. The Prophet's seal on the cover of the author's books has
a symbolic meaning linked to the their contents. This seal represents the Qur'an as the last Book by God and
the last word of Him and our Prophet, the last of all the prophets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an and
Sunnah, the author makes it his main goal to disprove each one of the fundamental tenets of godless ideologies
and to have the "last word", so as to completely silence the objections raised against religion. The seal of the
Prophet, who attained ultimate wisdom and moral perfection, is used as a sign of his intention of saying this
last word.

All these works by the author centre around one goal: to convey the message of the Qur'an to people,
thus encouraging them to think about basic faith-related issues, such as the existence of God, His unity and the
hereafter, and to display the decrepit foundations and perverted works of godless systems.

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries, from India to America, England to Indonesia,
Poland to Bosnia, and Spain to Brazil. Some of his books are available in English, French, German, Italian,
Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Russian, Serbo-Croat (Bosnian), Uygur Turkish, and Indonesian, and they

have been enjoyed by readers all over the world.

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been instrumental in many people putting
their faith in God and in many others gaining a deeper insight into their faith. The wisdom, and the sincere and
easy-to-understand style employed give these books a distinct touch which directly strikes any one who reads
or examines them. Immune to objections, these works are characterised by their features of rapid effectiveness,
definite results and irrefutability. It is unlikely that those who read these books and give a serious thought to
them can any longer sincerely advocate the materialistic philosophy, atheism and any other perverted ideology
or philosophy. Even if they continue to advocate, this will be only a sentimental insistence since these books
have refuted these ideologies from their very basis. All contemporary movements of denial are ideologically
defeated today, thanks to the collection of books written by Harun Yahya.

There is no doubt that these features result from the wisdom and lucidity of the Qur'an. The author
certainly does not feel proud of himself; he merely intends to serve as a means in one's search for God's right
path. Furthermore, no material gain is sought in the publication of these works.

Considering these facts, those who encourage people to read these books, which open the "eyes" of the
heart and guide them in becoming more devoted servants of God, render an invaluable service.

Meanwhile, it would just be a waste of time and energy to propagate books which create confusion in
peoples' minds, lead man into ideological chaos, and which, clearly have no strong and precise effects in
removing the doubts in peoples' hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is apparent that it is
impossible for books devised to emphasize the author's literary power rather than the noble goal of saving
people from loss of faith, to have such a great effect. Those who doubt this can readily see that the sole aim of
Harun Yahya's books is to overcome disbelief and to disseminate the moral values of the Qur'an. The success,
impact and sincerity this service has attained are manifest in the reader's conviction.




One point needs to be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cruelty and conflict, and all the
ordeals Muslims undergo is the ideological prevalence of disbelief. These things can only come to an end with
the ideological defeat of disbelief and by ensuring that everybody knows about the wonders of creation and
Qur'anic morality, so that people can live by it. Considering the state of the world today, which forces people into
the downward spiral of violence, corruption and conflict, it is clear that this service has to be provided more
speedily and effectively. Otherwise, it may be too late.

It is no exaggeration to say that the collection of books by Harun Yahya have assumed this leading role.
By the Will of God, these books will be the means through which people in the 21st century will attain the peace
and bliss, justice and happiness promised in the Qur'an.
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FOREWORD

"We have made you a Middle Nation"
(Holy Qur’an, Surat al-Bagara:143)

SEPTEMBER 11

Since the horrific and tragic events of September 11th, nothing has been
more discussed and scrutinised in the public arena than Islam. The world at
large has been subjected to a wealth of analysis by 'experts’ which has further
fuelled people's curiosity about this religion. Book-sellers in Europe and the
Middle East have reported an upsurge in interest in the Qur'an, which
confirms what one British newspaper editor had to say: 'Islam [..] has never
been of greater interest to the people of Britain than it is today.! In America,
where there are some six million Muslims, Islam is said to be the nation's
fastest growing religion, despite there being no systematic form of missionary
work.2

Contrary to official praise of Islam by the President of America and the
Prime Minister of England, some of the media have bluntly suggested that the
action taken after September's event is a war and Islam is at its heart. Despite
there being a conscious effort to truly understand Islam and Muslims, there
seem to be those who are determined to paint terrorism and Islam with the
same brush. Simplified and undifferentiated descriptions of Islam help create
an image by which Islam is seen as hostile to Western culture, and a religion of
backwardness and oppression. 'A selective presentation and analysis of Islam
and events by both scholars and political commentators too often inform
articles and editorials on the Muslim world', says John Esposito, Director of the
Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, at Georgetown University in
Washington. 'This selective analysis fails to tell the whole story [...] While it
sheds some light, it is a partial light that obscures and distorts the full picture."

The world community shares this small planet with the Muslim
community which comprises some 1.2 billion adherents to the faith, so anyone
who understands Islam to be a religion of terror would naturally be concerned.
However, these fears are not well-grounded. Writing in Time magazine, Karen

Armstrong asserts that: 'If the evil carnage we witnessed on September 11 were

ISLAM DENOUNCES TERRORISM = 8



typical of the faith, and Islam truly inspired and justified such violence, its
growth and the increasing presence of Muslims in both Europe and the U.S.
would be a terrifying prospect. Fortunately, this is not the case.

There seems to be a noticeable discrepancy between knowledge of Islam
on the one hand and the certainty of judgements on the other. While the
terrorist crime of September 11th may have been the work of some misled
individuals, it was certainly not the product of Islam. Islam is a religion that
preaches peace, compassion, justice, and frowns upon suicide. The kamikaze
assault on innocent civilians stood in direct conflict with Islam's most
elementary principles, teachings and spirit — one does not need to be an expert

to realise this.

ISLAM and TRADITION

If Islam is a religion of peace, why the misunderstanding? How can a
religion of peace gain a reputation for being a religion of war and terror? The
answer lies in the way that Islamic scriptures are misinterpreted to suit
perverted agendas. Words and phrases that are often repeated in the media
have been misconstrued by individuals to give incorrect meanings. The
deliberate blur between 'jihad' and acts of terror has been a phenomenon that
has resulted from those unqualified in the science of Sacred Law.

Since the end of the Sunni Ottoman Caliphate in 1924, the Muslim world
has been fragmented. The loss of unification created many difficulties from
which Muslims are still trying to recover. For one thing, it has seen the loss of
the promulgation of traditional Islam, which has now given way to individuals
claiming the right to reinterpret Islamic texts to grant them legitimacy in their
own ideas. This has seen a tendency 'toward ambiguity and the careless use of
many important terms."® Traditional Islam in contrast is related to the notion of
orthodoxy, clarity and authority; to continuity and consistency in the
transmission of the truth. It places its reliance upon classical scholarship as
exemplified in the four schools of Islamic jurisprudence. Within this tradition
of Islam, a true Islamic landscape emerges, encompassing the richness of
scholarly tradition and its illuminating contribution to the advancement of

civilisation.6
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Sunni Islam engenders a faith and practice that makes the taking of
innocent lives unimaginable and which is shared by the vast majority of
Muslims worldwide, however the radicals appear to have overlooked this
pivotal pillar with their new interpretations of Sacred Law. As noted by Tim
Winter, a lecturer on Islam at the faculty of Divinity at Cambridge University
'One of the unseen, unsung triumphs of true Islam in the modern world is its
complete freedom from any terroristic involvement [...] Everyone, enemies
included, knows that the very idea is absurd."”

The dismantling of the traditional places of learning by the colonialists
allowed individuals to make literal and extreme interpretations of Sacred Law
that are in contradiction to and radically different from the previous centuries
of traditional Islamic practice and learning. Muhammad, the Messenger of
God, may God bless him and grant him peace, forewarned of such a time when
'[..] people [will] take the ignorant as leaders who are asked for and who give
Islamic legal opinion without knowledge [they are] misguided and
misguiding.'® The result has been examples of extreme religious practice
devoid of any real knowledge and characterised by bigotry, intolerance,
harshness and excessiveness — all of which are in opposition to Islam as
exemplified by the Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him

peace, who always advocated the middle way.

TERRORISM

Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him peace, warned his
companions to avoid extremes — which he explained was the cause of the
destruction of earlier communities. Terrorists it appears, feel that this
injunction does not apply to them. Terrorism is an act against God. Anyone
who tries to justify such atrocities ultimately fails, since both the Sacred Law
and theology abhor such acts as moral sins that run contrary to the essence of
Islam. The Qur'an instructs Muslims in times of adversity to act with justice,
perseverance and patience. Terrorists apparently never think of relating their
acts to the elementary principle that Islam places great value on: the sanctity of
human life. 'If someone kills another person — unless it is in retaliation for

someone else or for causing corruption in the earth — it is as if he had murdered
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all mankind' is a verse of the Qur'an, which is disregarded by the fanaticism of
hate.

Traditional Muslim jurists considered terrorist attacks against
unsuspecting and defenseless victims as heinous and immoral crimes and
treated the perpetrators as the worst type of criminals. It is a well-established
Qur'anic precept that the injustice of others does not excuse one's own

injustice.?

JIHAD

In the West, the term 'jihad' has come to be known as something wholly
negative — it has been somewhat simplistically described as waging a holy war
against infidels. However, in Islam, jihad is something that is positive. It
consists of two dimensions: the inner jihad that seeks to curb negative and self-
destructive forces within; and the external jihad which is a struggle against
violence and tyranny by means of words and actions. As for the latter, it has
strict rules of engagement which prohibit destroying civilian life, harming
animals and even chopping down trees.10

The former type of jihad, said to be the most important, is that of the inner
self. Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him peace, was reported to
have said: "The best jihad one performs is that of helping oneself gain more
knowledge of Almighty God."!! On another occasion, the Messenger of God
addressed his companions, saying: "We are now returning from the minor

jihad to the major jihad (that of the struggle of the inner self.)"

COMPASSION and MERCY

In the context of the current atmosphere of violence, one might be excused
for assuming that jihad is one of Islam's main pillars. However, this is far from
the truth. Islam is 'not addicted to war,' nor does jihad form any one of the five
pillars of faith. On the contrary, the Qur'an stresses compassion, benevolence,
justice and wisdom. That compassion and mercy are central themes in Islam
should be self-evident when almost every chapter of the Qur'an begins with:
In the Name of God, The Most Compassionate, The Most Merciful.

In a famous saying of Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him
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peace, he says: 'The merciful are shown mercy by the Merciful one. Show
mercy to those on earth and you will be shown mercy by the One in Heaven.'
The Qur'an declares that Muhammad was sent as a Mercy to the worlds
(21:107), something to which he himself testified when he refused to curse a
warring tribe: 'I have not been sent to curse, but as a summoner and as a
mercy'. Indeed, such is the centrality of mercy and compassion in Islam, that
the aforementioned tradition is the first tradition of Muhammad, may God
bless him and grant him peace, that is taught to the student of Sacred Law.
Muslim scholars have said that in every matter, Muslims should be just,
merciful and wise — anything that is lacking in any one of these principles
cannot be said to be derived from Sacred Law.

Compassion in Islam is not restricted to Muslims only, but it also requires
sensitivity to the suffering of others. In a tradition, the Messenger of God, may
God bless him and grant him peace, declared that 'people are God's children and
those dearest to God are the ones who treat His children kindly.12 A Muslim
cannot be considered to be compassionate while there is suffering and injustice
around them. It is for this reason, that Islam requires the community of believers
to be one in which caring for your neighbours is an integral component of belief.
The concern for your neighbour (irrespective of whether they are Muslim or not)
is so crucial, that the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace, used to
say that even if one person remains hungry in a particular area, no angel will

descend in that area until that hungry person is fed.13

TIME to REFLECT

We cannot blame religion for the errors of those who use its name or
symbols to justify their heinous actions. As Harun Yahya illustrates throughout
this book, all religions, have had their share of people who claimed to be strict
adherents of their tradition, but who actually grossly misinterpreted their
sacred texts to suit their own agendas.

All true religious traditions condemn categorically any sort of act of
aggression, and certainly any act of terror. Religion cannot be blamed, but the
insanity and hate that drives people to commit such atrocities can be. It would
not suffice to leave the condemnation there, it is up to us to seek out the root

from which this hate pours forth; what are the causes of their grievances,
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turmoil, anger, bitterness, frustrations, hopelessness and how can we help to
eliminate them?14 We will soon realise that the causes are not the doing of God
or religion, but merely results of regimes that oppress and policies that kill and
subvert. Now more than ever there is a need to investigate the link between
terrorism and the support that continues for dictatorial regimes, particularly in
the Muslim World.

It is not the case that the Muslim world hates the 'West' or indeed America.
There are many Muslims living in the West and it would be hypocritical to
denounce in a rhetoric of hate the very host country that has welcomed them.
Most Muslims realise that there are many similarities extant in the West to
Islamic precepts, such as freedom, tolerance, the right to education, and civil
liberties. Graham E. Fuller, the former vice-chairman of the National
Intelligence Council at the CIA, recently wrote in the L.A Times that: 'If you
travel around the Muslim world, it quickly becomes evident that there is
immense respect for a great variety of American values.'Rather, the frustration
is vented on what is seen as double standards in government policies. People
can enjoy such values in the West, but it appears that there has been a
concerted effort to keep such values restricted 'fit for home consumption, but
not for export.’15

The Muslims in the West are facing a defining moment. Muslims must
recapture the true spirit of Islam, and reclaim it from those who have harmed
its integrity and honour. As Tim Winter asserts'[M]ainstream Islam will be able
to make the loud declaration in public that it already feels in its heart: that
terrorists are not Muslims. Targeting civilians is a negation of every possible
school of Sunni Islam.'16

Harun Yahya's elucidation is timely and much needed. It will, God
willing, provide Muslims and non-Muslims alike with an essential
understanding of the very heart of Islam, and what has been understood and
practised by the vast majority of Muslims throughout history. This is orthodox,
Sunni, mainstream Islam. He illustrates by using the core text of all Muslims —
the Holy Qur'an, that true Islam cannot in any way, shape or form be
associated with terrorism. It is in complete contradistinction to it, for without
a doubt, Islam itself denounces Terrorism.

Aftab Ahmad Malik

Amal Press
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INTRODUCTION

l k s Muslims, we strongly condemn the terrorist

attacks on two major cities of the United States of America on September 11,

2001, which caused the death and injury of thousands of innocent people,

and we offer our condolences to the American nation. These attacks

propelled the important issue of the true source of terrorism to the top of the

world agenda. Thus, it has been announced to the entire world that Islam is
a religion of peace and tolerance that summons individuals to

compassion and justice. Many world leaders, leading media
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God commands justice and doing good and giving
to relatives. And He forbids indecency and doing
wrong and tyranny. He warns you so that
hopefully you will pay heed. (Qur'an, 16:90)
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peace between people and between nations. The Western circles that have
come to a full grasp of the religion of Islam and are well-informed about Islam
as commanded by God in the Qur'an noted clearly that the words "Islam" and
"terror" cannot stand side by side, and that no divine religion permits violence.

This book maintains that the source of the terror that we condemn is
definitely not from a divine religion, and that there is no room for terrorism in
Islam. This is made clear in the Qur'an, the main source of Islam, and in the
practices of all true Muslim rulers, the Prophet Muhammad being the foremost
of them. This book reveals, in the light of the verses of the Qur'an and with
examples from history, that Islam forbids terrorism and aims to bring peace
and security to the world.

As is known, for centuries, various acts of terrorism have been carried out
in different parts of the world by different groups for a variety of purposes.
Sometimes a communist organisation, sometimes a fascist group, and
sometimes radical and separatist factions assume responsibility for these acts.
While countries like America often became the target of attacks by racist and
marginal terrorist groups, the European countries have been centre stage for
violent acts carried out by terrorist groups. 17 November in Greece, RAF (Red
Army Faction) and Neo-Nazis in Germany, ETA in Spain, Red Brigades in Italy
and many other organisations seek to make their voices heard through terror
and violence by killing innocent and defenceless people. The nature of
terrorism changes with changing world conditions and increases its impact
and power with the new means made possible by developing technology. In
particular, mass communication tools such as the Internet extend the scope and
influence of the terrorist activities considerably.

Besides the Western organisations, there are also other terror
organisations of Middle East origin. Terrorist attacks are carried out by these
groups in all corners of the world. Sadly, the fact that the perpetrators of
various terrorist acts carry Christian, Muslim or Jewish identities cause some
people to put forward claims which do not concur with divine religions. The
truth is that even if terrorists have Muslim identities, the terror they perpetrate
cannot be labelled "Islamic terror", just as it could not be called "Jewish terror"

if the perpetrators were Jews or "Christian terror" if they were Christians. That
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If one is looking for the cause of an act of terrorism, one
must look for its source in anti-religious ideologies.
Religion enjoins love, compassion, forgiveness, peace
and living according to high moral standards. Terrorism,
on the other hand, is on the side of cruelty and violence,
causing pain, bloodshed and committing murder.
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is because, as will be
examined in the following
pages, murdering innocent
people in the name of a
divine religion is
unacceptable. We need to
keep in mind that, among
those who were killed in New
York and Washington, there
were people who loved the

Prophet Jesus (Christians), the

Prophet Moses (Jews) and the Prophet Muhammad (Muslims). Unless forgiven

by God, murdering innocent people is a great sin that leads to torment in Hell.

No one who is religious and fears God would do such a thing.

The aggressors can commit such violence only with the intention of

attacking religion itself. It may well be that those who carried out this

violence did so to present religion as evil in the eyes of people, to divorce

people from religion and to generate hatred towards those who are religiously

inclined. Consequently, every

attack on American citizens or other innocent

people having a religious facade is actually an attack made against religion.

Religion commands love,

the opposite of religion; it is

mercy and peace. Terror, on the other hand, is

cruel, merciless and demands bloodshed and

misery. This being the case, the origins of a terrorist act should be sought in

disbelief rather than in religion. People with a fascist, communist, racist or

materialist outlook on life should be suspected as potential perpetrators. The

name or the identity of the triggerman is not important. If he can kill innocent

people without blinking an eye, then he is a nonbeliever, not a believer. He is

a murderer with no fear of God, whose main ambition is to shed blood and to

cause harm. For this reason, '

'Islamic terror" is an erroneous concept which

contradicts the message of Islam. The religion of Islam can by no means

countenance terrorism. On the contrary, terror (i.e. murder of innocent

people) in Islam is a great sin, and Muslims are responsible for preventing

these acts and bringing peace

and justice to the world.
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S ome of those who say that something is done in

the name of religion may, in fact, misunderstand that religion and as a result,

practice it wrongly. For that reason, it would be wrong to form ideas about that
religion by taking these people as an example. The best way of understanding
a religion is to study its divine source.
Islam's divine source is the Qur'an, which is based on concepts of morality,
love, compassion, humility, sacrifice, tolerance and peace. A Muslim who

lives by those precepts in its true sense will be most polite, careful




Islam is the Religion of Peace

Terror, in its broadest sense, is violence committed against non-military
targets for political purposes. To put it another way, targets of terror are
entirely innocent civilians whose only crime, in the eyes of terrorists, is to
represent "the other side".

For this reason, terror means subjecting innocent people to violence,

which is an act bereft of any moral justification. This, as in the case of murders

Terrorists aim to create a world of violence,
conflict, chaos, and fear.
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A society in which Islamic moral values are truly honoured is a society characterised
by peace, forgiveness, love, compassion and mutual support and joy.

committed by Hitler or Stalin, is a crime committed against mankind.

The Qur'an is a Book revealed to people as a guide to the true path and in
this Book, God commands man to adopt good morals. This morality is based
upon concepts such as love, compassion, tolerance and mercy. The word
"Islam" is derived from the word meaning "peace" in Arabic. Islam is a religion
revealed to mankind with the intention of presenting a peaceful life through
which the infinite compassion and mercy of God manifest on earth. God calls
all people to Islamic morals through which compassion, mercy, peace and
tolerance can be experienced all over the world. In Sura Baqara, verse 208, God
addresses believers as follows:

O You who believe! Enter absolutely into peace (Islam). Do not follow

in the footsteps of Satan. He is an outright enemy to you.

As the verse makes clear, security can only be ensured by "entering into
Islam", that is, living by the values of the Qur'an. The values of the Qur'an hold
a Muslim responsible for treating all people, whether Muslim or non-Muslim,

kindly and justly, protecting the needy and the innocent and "preventing the
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dissemination of mischief". Mischief comprises all forms of anarchy and
terror that remove security, comfort and peace. As God says in a verse, "God
does not love corruption". (Qur'an, 2:205)

Murdering a person for no reason is one of the most obvious examples of
mischief. God repeats in the Qur'an a command He formerly revealed to Jews
in the Old Testament thus:

...if someone kills another person — unless it is in retaliation for

someone else or for causing corruption in the earth - it is as if he had

murdered all mankind. And if anyone gives life to another person, it is

as if he had given life to all mankind... (Qur'an, 5:32)

As the verse suggests, a person who kills even a single man, "unless it is
in retaliation for someone else or for causing corruption in the earth", commits
a crime as if he had murdered all mankind.

This being the case, it is obvious what great sins are the murders,
massacres and attacks, popularly known as "suicide attacks", committed by
terrorists. God informs us how this cruel face of terrorism will be punished in

the hereafter in the following verse:

In Sura Ma'ida, verse 32, God says that if anyone Kkills
someone unjustly, it is as if he had murdered all
mankind. To murder even one person is totally
opposed to the moral teaching of the Qur'an.
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There are only grounds against those who wrong people and act as
tyrants in the earth without any right to do so. Such people will have a
painful punishment. (Qur'an, 42:42)

All these reveal that organising acts of terror against innocent people is
utterly against Islam and it is unlikely that any Muslim could ever commit
such crimes. On the contrary, Muslims are responsible for stopping these
people, removing "mischief on earth" and bringing peace and security to all
people all over the world. Islam cannot be reconciled with terror. Just the

contrary, it should be the solution to and the path to the prevention of terror.

God has Condemned Wickedness

God has commanded people to avoid committing evil: oppression,
cruelty, murder and bloodshed are all forbidden. He describes those who fail
to obey this command as "following in Satan's footsteps" and adopting a
posture that is openly revealed to be sinful in the Qur'an. A few of the many
verses on this matter in the Qur'an read:

But as for those who break God's contract after it has been agreed and

sever what God has commanded to be joined, and cause corruption in

the earth, the curse will be upon them. They will have the Evil Abode.

(Qur'an, 13:25)

Eat and drink of God's provision and do not go about the earth

corrupting it. (Qur'an, 2:60)
Do not corrupt the earth after it has been put right. Call on Him

fearfully and eagerly. God's mercy is close to the good-doers. (Qur'an,

7:56)

Those who think that they will be successful by causing wickedness,
upheaval and oppression, and by killing innocent people are committing a
great error. God has forbidden all acts of wickedness involving terrorism and
violence, condemned those who engage in such acts and said "God does not
uphold the works of those who cause mischief." in one of His verses. (Qur'an,
10:81)

In the present age, however, acts of terrorism, genocide and massacres
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There are apparently many reasons for the acts of terror which
have now claimed perhaps hundreds of thousands of lives.
Those who perpetrate such acts have no fear of God. To them,
the morality enjoined by religion is completely alien.

occur all over the world. Innocent people are being savagely killed, and

countries where communities are being brought to hate each other for artificial
reasons are drowning in blood. These horrors in countries with different
histories, cultures and social structures may have causes and sources peculiar to
each. However, it is evident that the fundamental cause is a moving away from
morality based on love, respect and tolerance that religion brings with it. As a
result of lack of religion, communities emerge that have no fear of God and
believe that they will not be called to account in the hereafter. Since they believe
that, "I will not have to account for my actions to anyone," they can easily act

with no compassion, morality or conscience.
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The existence of hypocrites who emerge in the name of God and religion,
but actually organise themselves to commit wickedness condemned by God, is
indicated in the Qur'an. One verse talks about a gang of nine men who planned
to murder the Prophet by swearing in the name of God:

There was a gang of nine men in the city causing corruption in the land

and not putting things right. They said, "Let us make an oath to one

another by God that we will fall on him and his family in the night and
then say to his protector, We did not witness the destruction of his family
and we are telling the truth." They hatched a plot and We hatched a plot

while they were not aware. (Qur'an, 27:48-50)

As this incident described in the Qur'an reveals, the fact that people do
things "in the name of God" or even swear in His name, in other words that they
use the kind of language designed to show themselves as very religious, does
not mean that what they do is in conformity with religion. On the contrary, what
they do can be quite against the will of God and the morality of religion. The
truth of the matter lies in their actions. If their actions are "causing corruption
and not putting things right", as the verse reveals, then you can be sure that
these people cannot be truly religious, and that their aim is not to serve religion.

It is quite impossible for someone who fears God and has grasped the true
morality of Islam to support violence or wickedness, or to take part in such
actions. That is why Islam is the true solution to terrorism. When the sublime
morality of the Qur'an is explained, it will be impossible for people to connect
true Islam with those who support or join groups that aim at hatred, war and
chaos. That is because God has forbidden wickedness:

Whenever he holds the upperhand, he goes about the earth corrupting it,

destroying (people's) crops and breeding stock. God does not love

corruption. When he is told to have fear of God, he is seized by pride
which drives him to wrongdoing. Hell will be enough for him! What an

evil resting-place. (Qur'an, 2:205-206)

As can be seen from the above verses, it is out of the question for someone
who fears God to turn a blind eye to even the smallest action that might harm
mankind. Someone who does not believe in God and the hereafter, however, can
easily do all kinds of evil, since he thinks he will not have to account to anyone.

The first thing that needs to be done to rid the world of the present-day
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Responsibility
of Believers

hose who have no concern
for events unless they directly
affect them are bereft of the insight that espouses
unselfishness, brotherhood, friendship, honesty and the
service that religion bestows upon people. Throughout their
lives, such people try to satisfy their own egos by merely wasting
their means, totally unaware of the threats humanity faces. In the Qur'an
however, God praises the morals of those who strive to bring good to their
surroundings; those who are concerned about the events that take place around
them and who call people to the right way. In a verse from the Qur'an, a metaphor

is given for those who offer no good to others and those who always act on the path
of goodness:

God makes another metaphor: two men, one of them deaf and dumb, unable

to do anything, a burden on his master, no matter where he directs him he

brings no good, is he the same as someone who commands justice and is on a

straight path? (Qur'an, 16:76)

As the verse points out, it is obvious that those who are "on a straight path”, are
those who are devoted to their religion; fear and heed God, hold spiritual values in
high regard, and are filled with eagerness to serve people. In general, such people

are there to serve humanity and bring with them great benefits to mankind. For
this reason, it is very important for people to learn about the true religion and
live by the morals explained by the Qur'an - the final Revelation from God.
In the Qur'an, God defines those people who live by such high morals:
Those who, if We establish them firmly on the earth, will keep
up prayer and pay the welfare due, and command what
is right and forbid what is wrong. The end result of
all affairs is with God. (Qur'an, 22:41)
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scourge of terrorism is to use education to do away with deviant irreligious
beliefs that are put forward in the name of religion, and to teach people true

Qur'anic morality and to fear God.

God Commands Us to Do Good Deeds

A Muslim is someone who abides by the commands of God, tries
scrupulously to live by Qur'anic morality, peace and harmony, which make the
world a more beautiful place and lead it to progress. His aim is to lead people

to beauty, goodness and well-being. The Qur'an says:

Those who threaten the lives of civilians, and especially those of children, must ask
themselves: What crime did these children commit? Is committing cruel acts against
innocent people something that will go unaccounted for in the presence of God?
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... And do good as God has been good to you. And do not seek to cause

corruption in the earth. God does not love corrupters. (Qur'an, 28:77)

Someone who adopts the Islamic faith wishes to earn God's pleasure and
compassion and to enter heaven. He has to make strenuous efforts to do this,
and to adopt a morality acceptable to God while he is in this world. The
clearest manifestations of this morality are compassion, pity, justice, honesty,
forgiveness, humility, sacrifice and patience. The believer will behave well
towards people, try to perform good deeds and spread goodness. In His
verses, God commands:

We did not create the heavens and earth and everything between them,

except with truth. The Hour is certainly coming, so forgive [men's

failings] with fair forbearance. (Qur'an, 15:85)

... Be good to your parents and relatives and to orphans and the very
poor, and to neighbours who are related to you and neighbours who are
not related to you, and to companions and travellers and your slaves.

God does not love anyone vain or boastful. (Qur'an, 4:36)

... Help one another in benevolence and piety. Do not help each other to

.

In the moral teachings of Islam, the most important qualities are love,
compassion, mutual support, self-sacrifice, tolerance and forgiveness. In a
society where this morality is lived as it should be, it is impossible to find
the foundations of violence and conflict.
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wrongdoing and enmity. And fear God. God is severe in retribution.
(Qur'an, 5:2)

As the verses have made clear, God wishes those who believe in Him to
behave well towards people, to cooperate with each other when it comes to
goodness, and to avoid wickedness. In Sura Anam,verse 160, God promises
that "anyone who comes with a fine deed will have ten more like it. But
those who produce a bad action will only be repaid with its equivalent and
they will not be wronged."

In His book, God describes Himself as He who knows "the secrets of
men's hearts", and warns people to "avoid all kinds of evil." A Muslim
therefore, which means "one who surrenders himself to God" must evidently
be someone who does his best to fight terrorism.

A Muslim does not remain indifferent to what goes on around him, and
never adopts the mentality that nothing matters as long as it does not harm
him. That is because he has surrendered himself to God. He is His
representative, and an ambassador of good. He cannot, therefore, remain
indifferent in the face of cruelty and terrorism. In fact, the Muslim is the
greatest enemy of terrorism, which kills people who have done no wrong.
Islam is against all forms of terrorism, and tries to prevent it right from the
beginning, in other words on the level of ideas. It demands peace between
people and for justice to prevail, and commands people to avoid discord,

conflict and wickedness.

God Commands Us to Be Just

The true justice described in the Qur'an commands man to behave justly,
making no discrimination between people, to protect peoples' rights, not to
permit violence no matter what the circumstances, to side with the oppressed
against the oppressor and to help the needy. This justice calls for the rights of
both parties to be protected when reaching a decision in a dispute, assessing all
aspects of an incident, setting aside all prejudices, being objective, honest,
tolerant, merciful and compassionate. For instance, someone who cannot
assess events in a moderate way, and who is swayed by his emotions and

feelings, will fail to arrive at sound decisions and will remain under the
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influence of those feelings. However, someone who rules with justice needs to
set all his personal feelings and views aside. He needs to treat all parties with
justice when they ask for help, to side with what is right under all
circumstances, and not to diverge from the path of honesty and truthfulness. A
person should incorporate the values of the Qur'an into his soul in such a way
that he may be able to consider other parties' interests before his own and
maintain justice, even if this harms his own interests.

God commands the following in Sura Ma'ida, verse 42: "... if you do
judge, judge between them justly." In Sura Nisa, God commands believers to
act justly even it is against themselves:

O You who believe! Be upholders of justice, bearing witness for God

alone, even against yourselves or your parents and relatives. Whether

they are rich or poor, God is well able to look after them. Do not follow
your own desires and deviate from the truth. If you twist or turn away,

God is aware of what you do. (Qur'an, 4:135)

In the Qur'an, God gives a detailed description of justice and informs
believers of the attitude they have to adopt in the face of incidents they
encounter and of the ways to exercise justice. Such guidance is a great comfort
to believers and a mercy from God. For this reason, those who believe are
responsible for exercising justice in an undivided manner both to earn God's
approval and to lead their lives in peace and security.

The justice God commands in the Qur'an is the justice that is exercised
equally among all people, with no consideration of language, race, or ethnicity.
The justice in the Qur'anic sense does not vary according to place, time and
people. In our day, too, there are people being subjected to cruel and unjust
treatment because of the colour of their skin or their race in all corners of the
world.

However, God informs us in the Qur'an that the purpose in the creation of
different tribes and peoples is "that they should come to know each other".
Different nations or peoples, all of whom are the servants of God, should get to
know one another, that is, learn about their different cultures, languages,
traditions and abilities. In brief, the purpose of the creation of different races

and nations is not conflict and war but cultural richness. Such variation is a
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bounty of God's creation. The fact that someone is taller than someone else or

that his skin is yellow or white neither makes him superior to others nor is it
something to feel ashamed of. Every trait a person has is a result of God's
purposeful creation, but in the sight of God, these variations have no ultimate
importance. A believer knows that someone attains superiority only by having
fear of God and in the strength of his faith in God. This fact is related in the
following verse:

O Mankind! We created you from a male and female, and made you into

peoples and tribes so that you might come to know each other. The

noblest among you in God's sight is that one of you who best performs

his duty. God is All-Knowing, All-Aware. (Qur'an, 49:13)

As God informs us in the verse, the understanding of justice
recommended by Him calls for equal, tolerant and peaceable treatment of

everyone, with no discrimination between them.
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Hatred Felt Towards a Community Does Not Prevent
Believers From Exercising Justice

Hatred and anger are the major sources of evil, and are likely to prevent
people from making just decisions, thinking soundly and conducting
themselves rationally. People can readily inflict all kinds of injustice on people
for whom they feel enmity. They may accuse these people of acts they have
never committed, or bear false witness against them although their innocence
is known to them. On account of such enmity, people may be subjected to
unbearable oppression. Some people avoid bearing witness in favour of people
they disagree with, although they know they are innocent, and they keep
evidence which would reveal their innocence hidden. Furthermore, they take
pleasure in the misery these people face, their encounters with injustice or
great suffering. Their greatest worry, on the other hand, is that justice should
be done and these peoples' innocence proved.

For these reasons, it is very hard for peop